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hym forth in his way; for there was a grete companye of
them; and on hym thei had neither mercie nor pite; and thus
this fals thefe endede his life in this worlde, for his falsnesse.
19      BEFORE THE WARS OF THE ROSES
From Hardyng's Chronicle 1457 (E. H. R. Oct. 1912, p. 749).
In every shire with Jakkes1 and Salades2 dene
Myssereule' doth ryse and maketh neyghbours werre;
The wayker* gothe benethe, as ofte ys sene,
The myghtyest his quarell wyll preferre.
Thay kyll your men alway by one and one,
And who say ought, he shall be bette8 doutlesse;
For in your Reme lustyse of pese bene* none
That darr ought now the contekours7 oppresse;
The lawe is lyke unto a Walshmannes hose,
To eche mannes legge that shapeti is and mete;
So inayntenours8 subverte it and transpose,
Thurgh* myght it is full low layde undyr fete.
20      TORTURE BY LAW
From Fortescue's De Laudtbus^ chap, 22 (Ed. 1616, p. 46).
Of the crueltit of Racking*.
Therefore the law of France, in offences criminal, wher-
upon death dependeth, is not content to convict the party
accused by witnesses, least, by the testimony of false persons,
innocent bloud should be condemned. But that law choseth
rather to torment such offenders with racking, untill they them-
selves confesse their own fault, rather then by the deposition
of witnesses, which manye times through wicked afiections,
and sometimes by the subornation of evil! men, are mooved to
perjurie. Upon this, and such like cantels and respects,
offenders and suspect persons are in that realme with so many
kinds of rackings tormented, that my penne abhometh to put
1 cuirasses.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        a open helmet                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         * misrule,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             * weaker.   ^
* beaten*                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           * Justices of the peace are.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      f qoaneHeis.                                                                                                                                                                                             "  %
8 See note to Sect, XIII., no. 6, p. 485*                                                                                                                                                                                                               * throng^.iy-2o                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 Lynch Law                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            517
hym forth in his way; for there was a grete companye of
them; and on hym thei had neither mercie nor pite; and thus
this fals thefe endede his life in this worlde, for his falsnesse.
19      BEFORE THE WARS OF THE ROSES
From Hardyng's Chronicle 1457 (E. H. R. Oct. 1912, p. 749).
In every shire with Jakkes1 and Salades2 dene
Myssereule' doth ryse and maketh neyghbours werre;
The wayker* gothe benethe, as ofte ys sene,
The myghtyest his quarell wyll preferre.
Thay kyll your men alway by one and one,
And who say ought, he shall be bette8 doutlesse;
For in your Reme lustyse of pese bene* none
That darr ought now the contekours7 oppresse;
The lawe is lyke unto a Walshmannes hose,
To eche mannes legge that shapeti is and mete;
So inayntenours8 subverte it and transpose,
Thurgh* myght it is full low layde undyr fete.
20      TORTURE BY LAW
From Fortescue's De Laudtbus^ chap, 22 (Ed. 1616, p. 46).
Of the crueltit of Racking*.
Therefore the law of France, in offences criminal, wher-
upon death dependeth, is not content to convict the party
accused by witnesses, least, by the testimony of false persons,
innocent bloud should be condemned. But that law choseth
rather to torment such offenders with racking, untill they them-
selves confesse their own fault, rather then by the deposition
of witnesses, which manye times through wicked afiections,
and sometimes by the subornation of evil! men, are mooved to
perjurie. Upon this, and such like cantels and respects,
offenders and suspect persons are in that realme with so many
kinds of rackings tormented, that my penne abhometh to put
1 cuirasses.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        a open helmet                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         * misrule,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             * weaker.   ^
* beaten*                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           * Justices of the peace are.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      f qoaneHeis.                                                                                                                                                                                             "  %
8 See note to Sect, XIII., no. 6, p. 485*                                                                                                                                                                                                               * throng^.